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BRANSTON JUNIOR ACADEMY

CURRICULUM AND LEARNING POLICY
1.0 SCOPE
1.1
This policy outlines the nature, purpose and management of the ‘Curriculum’ and ‘Learning Development’ at Branston Junior Academy. The overall main points are described below with separate appendices for the specific subjects; which are: Art (including ‘The Arts’), Design and Technology, Geography, History, Mathematics (including ‘Calculations’), Modern Foreign Languages, Music, Reading, Science, Speaking and Listening, Spelling, Writing.

1.2
Please note: Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE), Sex and Relationships Education, Drugs Education, Physical Activity and Religious Education are all covered in the ‘Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural, Health Education’ (SMSCH) Policy.

2.0 NATURE AND PURPOSE

2.1 Learning is the core purpose of this Academy. It applies to: 
· curricular learning - resulting in increases in knowledge, skill and understanding of different subjects

· learning as a skill - learning ‘how’ to Learn (metacognition)
· emotional learning - learning about oneself and others 
· citizenship learning - learning about ourselves as participants in a modern British Society and preparing ourselves for our role as global citizens
2.2 The purpose of work undertaken by Branston Junior Academy is to enable the children to achieve their full potential as learners and individuals. This is achieved though the educational activities that are planned and organised, and the opportunities that are provided to encourage children’s personal development. Children are encouraged to take increasing responsibility for their behaviour and learning, to make judgments and use their initiative. 

2.3
This Academy has the following aspirations:

Life is an unwritten page…our mission is to prepare children for an exciting and unknown future by encouraging Resilience, Reflection, Responsibility, Respect and Relationships. Together we will support children to write their own unique adventure, because ‘Learning is a habit for life’.

BJA Mission Statement
2.4 Children’s ability to make the best educational and social progress depends on the Academy’s understanding of:

· how effective learning occurs

· how to stimulate learning

· how to monitor, assess and record children’s learning progress

· how to cater for the range of learning needs

2.5 The Academy believes that successful learning is constructive, incremental, contextual, best in a co-operative situation and goal focused

2.6
This Academy believes that successful learning takes place when children are taught:

· in a stimulating and structured way
· work that is meaningful, relevant and challenging

· in ways appropriate to their learning so that they become more confident in using and applying their skills

3 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT
3.4 The whole school follows the same curriculum topics, as outlined in the 4-Year Curriculum Map. Each topic includes a ‘Wow Day’ which is either a visit away from the school, a visitor to the school or a day of internal activities. (Care is taken to ensure that for each academic year, there is one of each, so as to not to have expensive costs of three visits in one academic year).

3.5 Staff create Medium Term Plans collaboratively before the start of the term as well as informal weekly plans, using the Key Skills of the Curriculum. 
Be Healthy

· Teaching children about the human body – how it works, how the key organs interact with one another, how they can be positively affected by good diet and proper amounts of exercise and how they can be harmed by lack of exercise, poor diet and substance abuse

· Teaching children about relationships and aspects of emotional development, how to understand one's own and other people's feelings, how to manage areas of potential conflict and how to help and support peers who may be feeling sad or upset.

3.6 All staff are responsible for the development of children’s learning.
3.7 Individual learning needs are catered for, through the use of:

· the grouping of children, when appropriate, according to ability

· the setting of high expectations, clear learning objectives and clear success criteria

· work differentiated to suit the needs of a learner

· teacher assessments

· Individual Learning Plans (ILP’s), where appropriate

And by a variety of teaching styles, including:

· whole class teaching

· group work

· one to one teaching 

· precision teaching

· providing a variety of exciting learning opportunities

3.8 Individual learning needs are identified in a range of ways, including:

· monitoring of children’s progress through teacher assessment against the achievement of learning objectives, the progress of their peers and local and national expectations

· the outcome of statutory and non-statutory tests

· diagnostic tests

· any Special Educational Needs assessments

3.9 Through the use of the activities planned plus the teaching of actual ‘Learning to Learn’ strategies; all children will be given opportunities to become independent learners across the curriculum.

3.10 IT will be used regularly to encourage thinking skills, collaborative work and decision-making, across the curriculum.

3.11 
Through professional development, teachers will become more knowledgeable about learning styles and skills, and apply that knowledge in the classroom.

3.12 
Teachers will be encouraged to develop their understanding of the learning process through INSET, sharing of good practice and through reading articles in the press and other literature.

4 INVOLVEMENT OF PARENTS AND GOVERNORS
4.4 Parents will be encouraged to foster their children’s learning skills and progress, through the use of the ‘Planner’ and through the Academy’s Homework Policy.

4.5 Parents are provided with information on the Academy’s’ Curriculum through detailed information on the Academy’s website.
4.6 Governors will be kept informed of children’s learning progress through Governing Body Meetings and through the Headteacher’s Report.

5 ASSESSMENT, REPORTING AND REVIEW

5.4 Teacher assessment against the core subject objectives of the curriculum, will be made as part of ongoing APP (Assessing Pupil Progress) activities and at the end of every unit of study. 
5.5 Progress will be recorded in Formative and Summative sections of the EAZMAG online tracking system. It is also recorded in individual Key Skills Booklets.
5.6 Monitoring of Pupil Progress helps to encourage consistently high standards and attainment. This is regularly carried out by:

· Core Subject Leaders, where progress is measured through the use of the EAZMAG system.
· Assessment Leader who checks and analyses the summative data 

· Senior Leadership Meetings – who meet to analyse the data for strengths and weaknesses across the whole school

· Governing Body Meeting – who discuss the analysis of data after checkpoints and any subsequent actions.

· External support; such as Peer Review, External Advisor etc – who meet with the Headteacher to discuss data analysis, actions and implications etc.

5.7 Children’s work will be assessed and progress reported to Parents in annual written reports at the end of each academic year and in Parent’s Evenings which are held each term.
5.8 Individual targets, to encourage consistently high standards of attainment and continuous improvement; will be set for each child, at the start of each academic year, following the results of statutory and non-statutory tests and ongoing teacher assessment. These targets may be amended during the course of the academic year. 

6 APPENDICES

As this policy was created as an amalgamation of many subject-specific policies; the following appendices highlights the ‘Nature and Purpose’ and the ‘Action and Management’ of each subject. The ‘Assessment, Reporting and Review’ of each subject is as itemized in this overall policy and is therefore not repeated in each appendix.
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APPENDIX 7.1: ART

7.1.1 NATURE AND PURPOSE

· At Branston Junior Academy we want pupils to have experience of and develop knowledge and skills in a range of art forms; which include: Literature (poetry, fiction and drama); Performing Arts (music, dance, drama and story-telling); Visual Arts (Craft, design, painting, sculpture, textiles and print-making); Multi-media Arts (photography, film-making and digital arts). This policy focuses on the Visual Arts aspects.
· At Branston Junior Academy, we believe that Art stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world.

· Children develop knowledge skills and understanding through the use of colour, form, texture, pattern and different materials and processes to communicate what they see, feel and think.

7.1.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT 

Art is planned with guidance from the Key Skills of the curriculum and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The Curriculum Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Art Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. The aims of teaching Art, are:

· to have the opportunity to work on a range of 2D and 3D activities using a variety of scales

· to reflect upon the products and practices of established arts practitioners

· to make pupils aware of high quality work, and the good practice leading to its creation

· to ensure focus is upon the artistic process and not simply on the production of the end results

· to provide opportunities for pupils to reflect upon their arts work, and set individual targets for improvement

· to provide opportunities for pupils to work both individually and as part of larger groups.

· to develop an understanding of the value of the arts within education and beyond

· to enjoy participation in the process of creating, presenting and responding to the Arts

Pictures, posters, videos, music artefacts and natural objects are used as a source for ideas and as a stimulus to aid the children’s learning; particularly in appreciating art from different cultures. The use of professional arts practitioners is promoted within the Academy where possible. The Academy will also  draw upon the support of specialist teachers from local Secondary Schools. Extra-curricular activities also allow pupils to develop their skills further.
The children are taught in mixed ability groups. Resources and IT equipment will be easily and equally accessible to all children. Opportunities are sought to exhibit or perform to audiences outside of school where possible, allowing pupils to reflect upon their practice in light of the opinions of other practitioners. Opportunities include Cluster Choir, Art Exhibitions and Music/Drama competitions.
APPENDIX 7.2: DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
7.2.1 NATURE & PURPOSE 

Design Technology prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world.  The subject calls for pupils to become independent and creative problem solvers, as individuals and members of a team.
In this Academy, the purposes of Design Technology are as follows:

· To give children the opportunity to consider the form and function of familiar products

· To give children the opportunity to respond to a challenge by drawing on and using a full range of information sources to generate possible solutions, including IT

· To give children the opportunity to test ideas through modelling and drawing, and to test design thinking through discussion with others

· To enable children to work with a range of tools, materials, equipment, components and processes; developing practical skills

· To teach children to be aware of Health and Safety when using tools and when working with other people.


7.2.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT

Design Technology is planned with guidance from the Key Skills of the curriculum and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The Curriculum Technology Subject Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Design Technology Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. 

All children are given Focussed Practical Tasks (FPT’s), through which they are taught a specific Design Technology skill. Through this they also become confident in using a range of tools and materials. 

Children are encouraged to solve more challenging Design problems by considering which materials and skills are necessary and appropriate to be used. 

Books, objects, images, DVDs and ICT are used as a source of ideas for teacher reference and as a stimulus to aid the children’s learning.

The children are taught in mixed ability groups.

Resources and IT equipment will be sorted and used following the school’s Health and Safety guidelines.

Use of the cooker, glue guns, craft knives and other cutting tools takes place only under adult supervision.  Health and Safety concerns are reinforced at the beginning of every Design Technology lesson.
APPENDIX 7.3: GEOGRAPHY
7.3.1
NATURE AND PURPOSE

· The study of Geography is necessary to develop children’s knowledge of places and environments throughout the world. It will raise awareness of the different societies and cultures to be found around them.

· Geography helps children develop an understanding of a sense of place in the world, as well as a growing awareness of social and economic issues that relate to geography by comparing them with their own locality.  They also study a contrasting area in a country less economically developed than the UK.

· Geographical skills and understanding are developed through the use of primary and secondary evidence.


7.3.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT

Geography is planned with guidance from the Key Skills of the curriculum and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The Curriculum Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Geography Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. 

Topic books, maps, globes, videos, aerial photographs and internet sources are used as a source of ideas for teacher reference and as a stimulus to aid the children’s learning.

The children are taught in mixed ability groups.  They are encouraged to learn through a range of investigative and problem solving activities both inside and outside the classroom.

Resources and ICT equipment will be easily and equally accessible to all children.

APPENDIX 7.4: HISTORY
7.4.1
NATURE AND PURPOSE

· A sense of history is necessary so that we can learn from important episodes in the past.  
· Through History we can appreciate the impact on contemporary society of the diversity of other people and their cultures and language.

· History can begin to develop a sense of chronology. It can also help the children to learn about their locality, as well as ancient civilisations and history in other parts of the world.

· Children develop knowledge and understanding of History skills through a study of primary and secondary evidence. 

· Children are encouraged to develop empathy with the lives of people from the past.


7.4.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT

History is planned with guidance from the Key Skills of the curriculum and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The Curriculum Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the History Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. 

Children are encouraged to learn through an investigative / discovery based approach to encourage enthusiasm.  

Children are given opportunities to be involved in activities, which encourage their understanding of how the past has shaped the present.

Topic books, artefacts, use of web sites, presentations by visitors, out of school visits and DVD’s are used as a source of ideas for teacher reference and as a stimulus and to aid the children’s learning. 

Resources and IT equipment will be easily and equally accessible to all children.

The children are taught in mixed ability groups.

APPENDIX 7.5: MATHEMATICS
7.5.1 NATURE AND PURPOSE 

· Mathematics is essential in everything we construct, calculate and solve in our daily lives.

· This is reflected in Branston Junior Academy, where the use of mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding is required in all other areas of the curriculum.  Children develop these areas in practical activities, relevant and meaningful problem solving and exploring patterns and relationships on which mathematical concepts depend.


7.5.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT    

Mathematics is planned with guidance from the revised framework and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The Maths Subject Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Maths Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. The children work in ability Sets and these Sets are provided with further differentiated work.

Children will be encouraged to develop a positive attitude to mathematics and learn to use it with confidence, understanding and pleasure.  

Mathematics will be used, applied and developed through activities in other areas of the curriculum where appropriate.

Commercial resources may be used as a source of ideas for teacher reference, and as pupil material, where appropriate.

Mathematical equipment, including IT and calculators where appropriate, will be easily and equally accessible to all children on tables, this will be monitored and directed by class teachers. 

The Academy will provide parents with information supporting guidance for children’s homework in order to develop effective study skills; this is through specific Parent Information sessions, as part of setting actual homework, Parents Evenings and through information on the Academy’s website.

Calculation Policy

The Academy has created its own policy on the Calculations that are taught to the children. This is available in paper form for all staff.

APPENDIX 7.6: MODERN FOREIGN LANUAGES
7.6.1 NATURE AND PURPOSE

Learning a Modern Foreign is becoming increasingly important in an interconnected world. 

Branston Junior Academy believes that learning another language helps its children

· develop community cohesion  through inter-cultural understanding

· acquire additional skills

· enjoy a broader and richer curriculum

· improve their self esteem

· master a life skill

and provides a perfect fit with its motto that 'Learning is a Habit for Life.'

7.6.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT

Branston Junior Academy has chosen ‘French’ to be the language that is taught  and it is planned using  guidance from the KS2 framework for MFL and using the website ‘tout-le-monde’ as the main resource. It is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The Curriculum Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the MFL Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. 

Lessons will be based on an oral approach to begin with and will concentrate on 
developing vocabulary, accurate pronunciation, listening skills, grammatical 
understanding; these come under 5 strands

· Oracy
· Literacy
· Inter-cultural understanding
· Knowledge about Language
· Language Learning strategies

Intercultural understanding will be developed through the lessons structure 
and also through cross curricular approaches to teaching and learning used 
by the school. These will include blocked approaches to teaching and learning 
– for example special days (such as Bastille Day), themed activities (food) 
and the use of films in other languages (such as M. Hulot's holiday or 
Babette's Feast).
Branston Junior Academy also places great importance on the joint activities 
we do with schools in other countries. Whilst the language of French may not 
be appropriate, much emphasis is placed on understanding the cultures of 
peoples in other countries. 

APPENDIX 7.7: MUSIC

7.7.1 NATURE AND PURPOSE
· Music is a practical, creative subject, which gives children opportunities to develop and master a range of skills.
· Children learn new skills through Music Appreciation, Performing and Composing with instruments, Singing and appraising their own and each other’s work. They apply and develop these skills through participating in groups in their lessons.


7.7.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT 

Music is planned with guidance from the Key Skills of the curriculum and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The Curriculum Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Music Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. 

The children are taught in mixed ability, mixed gender groups.
Resources will be equally accessible to all children.
Children will have the opportunity to:
· learn to play a musical instrument (all children learn to play the Ocarina)
· perform to a wide variety of audiences
· attend performances and workshops
Children will have the opportunity to explore music through ICT.
The musical elements of pitch, duration, timbre, texture, tempo, dynamics and structure will be progressively introduced and discussed.  Children will devise and recognise appropriate signs to aid composition and arrangements and begin to develop a musical vocabulary and knowledge.

A choir, recorder club and music band will be established to provide for gifted and talented musicians and to encourage as many children as possible to participate in music, including concert performances, church services and local music festivals.
The Academy will offer children the opportunity to learn to play a range of other instruments including the violin, woodwind and brass instruments and the guitar.  The Academy will engage outside agencies including private tutors and the local authority's music service to perform this function. Where any of these activities incur a fee the full charge will be passed on to parents unless remission schemes operate.

APPENDIX 7.8: READING

7.8.1 NATURE AND PURPOSE 

Reading is a multi-strategy approach to obtaining meaning from print.

At Branston Junior Academy we believe that there is no one ‘right way’ to teach Reading to all children.  We therefore incorporate a variety of strategies to teach Reading which include:

· Phonics – Y3/4 particularly

· SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) – Y5/6 particularly

· sight recognition / ‘look and say’

· segmentation – breaking words up

· blending of sounds

· individual, paired and group reading

· shared and guided reading

· skimming

· scanning

· close reading for meaning

7.8.2 
ACTION AND MANAGEMENT
Reading is planned with guidance from the revised framework and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The English Subject Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Reading Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching and for ensuring that children’s reading is effectively and efficiently managed.

Children will be taught reading skills during English lessons, in dedicated reading lessons and in other curriculum areas where appropriate. It will be planned termly, and will focus on developing reading strategies.

All children will be provided with an individual reading book. Children will be able to change this book when in the professional judgement of the teacher they have read with the fluency, accuracy and understanding expected.  Children will be able to take this reading book home to read with their parents. They will be issued with a reading record diary. The Academy and parents will monitor reading progress in this diary on a regular basis.

Children will have regular access to reading materials (fiction, non-fiction and poetry),  located in the classroom, in the Academy library and through regular termly visits to the Public Library located at Branston Community Academy.

The Academy will provide parents with information supporting guidance for children’s homework in order to develop effective study skills; this is through specific Parent Information sessions, as part of setting actual homework, Parents Evenings and through information on the Academy’s website.

APPENDIX 7.9: SCIENCE

7.9.1 NATURE AND PURPOSE OF SCIENCE
· Children learn about a wide range of living things, materials and phenomena so that they can understand the world around them.

· Science is taught to help children develop inquisitive minds so as to apply their knowledge through scientific enquiry.

· Scientific language and terms are used to communicate ideas and findings, including the use of conventional diagrams, charts and graphs.


7.9.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT 

The Curriculum Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Science Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching

Children will be taught how to carry out scientific enquiries which enable them to work on their own and with others to solve problems; these will be undertaken at least once a term.
Science is linked with other curriculum areas where appropriate.
The children are taught in mixed ability groups for the majority of their lessons.
Resources and IT equipment will be equally accessible to all children.


APPENDIX 7.10:  SPEAKING AND LISTENING

7.10.1 NATURE AND PURPOSE 

· All learning takes place through the use of language which makes English the most important aspect of the curriculum. In a literate society, an ability to communicate effectively; especially orally; is essential.

· Speaking and listening skills are fundamental to progress in other areas of the curriculum and to the general emotional and intellectual development of the child.

· Relationships are established inside and outside the Academy, through the ability to communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings. 

· Children need to be able to:

· speak clearly in an appropriate way

· match their style and response to audience and purpose

· be able to listen and respond to information

· give and receive instructions

· participate in group discussion

7.10.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT

Speaking and Listening is planned with guidance from the revised framework and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The English Subject Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Speaking and Listening Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. All Speaking and Listening activities will encourage children to match style and response to audience and purpose.

· Children will be given the opportunity to participate in school assemblies and performances and will be involved in group discussion, debates and presentations.  They will have the opportunity to listen to their peers, outside speakers and see theatre performances within school where possible. They will be given opportunities to listen to a variety of information using a range of media (video, audio, texts, artefacts, IT).

· Some Speaking and Listening activities will be planned around the use of IT equipment, such as iPads, recording devices and the computer. These will be used to listen to stories, to record children’s work and to use in role-play activities.

· Staff will create opportunities for children to converse with other children.  Children will be encouraged to value each other’s local accents and dialects, whilst being taught when it is appropriate to speak in Standard English.  Children will have the opportunity to respond to stories from other cultures. Activities will be planned so that both boys and girls are able to participate fully and equally.

· Most Speaking and Listening activities will form part of cross-curricular work and will be chosen for their own value, eg debating a real issue in the school and beyond, as well as for their links with a particular topic.  All children will participate in drama across the curriculum in order to develop Speaking and Listening Skills.

· Activities within the classroom will be planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation by all children, irrespective of ability. Children with specific speech and auditory problems will be identified and specialist help sought when appropriate.

APPENDIX 7.11: SPELLING

7.11.1 NATURE AND PURPOSE
At Branston Junior Academy we believe that there is no one ‘right way’ to teach Spelling to all children.  We therefore incorporate a variety of strategies to teach Spelling which include:

· letter recognition

· letter sound correspondence

· phonic blends

· segmentation

· word recognition 

· learning of the rules governing spelling

· recognising the common spelling patterns that exist within families of words

At Branston Junior Academy we focus on ‘Phonics’ in Years 3 and 4 and focus on Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG) in Years 5 and 6. However staff are well-aware that some children may require additional support on Phonics beyond Year 4, and this may be provided through specific SEND Intervention Programmes.

7.11.2
ACTION AND MANAGEMENT

Spelling is planned with guidance from the revised framework and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The English Subject Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Spelling (Phonics and SPAG) Curriculum, 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. Children will be taught spelling skills principally during specific Phonics / SPAG sessions, whereby the children are placed in ability groups. However Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar are also taught as part of general English lessons and in other curriculum areas where appropriate. Lessons focus on spelling strategies such as:

· use of dictionaries and thesaurus

· appropriate use of IT

· use of “look cover write check” methods where appropriate

· children’s self-assessment

· encouraging children to produce their best effort

Some spelling skills will be taught in conjunction with handwriting. 

Children whose spelling is below the expected level of attainment for their age or who have difficulty learning specific vowel and consonant blends will receive additional structured help through the use of specific SEND Intervention Programmes.

Children may be given spelling lists to learn as part of their homework where it is necessary to reinforce their knowledge of the rules of spelling.

APPENDIX 7.12: WRITING

7.12.1  NATURE AND PURPOSE

Children learn to write to communicate meaning to a wide range of audiences. As learning to write is a developmental process, children will be taught to:

· organise and structure their writing through sentence and paragraphs 

· adapt their style for different circumstances and purposes 

· develop their vocabulary

· use the rules of grammar and punctuation 

· recognise and apply the rules of spelling

· write independently  and in context

· develop note taking and story planning skills and drafting
· use IT appropriately as part of learning to write


7.12.2 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT

Writing is planned with guidance from the revised framework and is taught in each term.  It is linked to other areas of the curriculum when appropriate.   

The English Subject Leader is responsible for: 

· supporting staff with planning the Writing Curriculum (including Phonics and SPAG) 

· advising staff on ways to improve children’s learning and practical skills, 

· advising staff on assessment 

· providing sufficient resources to enable good quality work to take place.

Class Teachers are responsible for day-to-day teaching. Children will be taught writing skills during English lessons and in other curriculum areas. Children will learn how to write in the following genres: drafting; note taking; story planning; chronological and non-chronological writing; character development where appropriate; reports; letter and diary writing; poetry. They will have opportunities to practise these skills using IT

· Writing will be planned so that all children are taught skills appropriate to each genre of writing on more than one occasion during each academic year.  All children will have opportunities for shared and guided writing to help them develop their understanding of writing skills and techniques as well as opportunities to practise independent writing across the curriculum.  They will use a variety of support materials including writing frames, planning grids and other drafting techniques.

· All children will be given opportunities to write as part of their homework.

· Where appropriate, Visual Literacy will be used to stimulate children’s imagination and support a range of learning styles.

· The Academy will provide parents with information supporting guidance for children’s homework in order to develop effective study skills; this is through specific Parent Information sessions, as part of setting actual homework, Parents Evenings and through information on the Academy’s website.
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